
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
A partnership between Collège Nordique and Collège La Cité brings early childhood 
education training in French to the Northwest Territories 
 
YELLOWKNIFE/OTTAWA, January 25, 2022 – The Collège nordique francophone (Collège Nordique) of Yellowknife 
and Collège La Cité (La Cité) of Ottawa are happy to announce the signing of a flagship agreement that will provide 
students in the Northwest Territories (NWT) with more high-quality options to complete a diploma in Early Childhood 
Education.  

With financial support from the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT), post-secondary education partners 
have developed a program delivery model that will allow NWT students to take courses without leaving their 
communities. Furthermore, and for the first time in the NWT’s French-language education system, high school students 
will have an opportunity to sign-up for college courses and concurrently obtain credit recognition toward their high 
school and college diplomas.  

Thanks to a developing collaboration amongst NWT postsecondary education institutions, both partners will work 
closely with Aurora College to explore ways to increase pathway opportunities between the institutions. 

“Today’s announcement is a concrete example of what can be accomplished when we put the student experience at 
the heart of college programming and how collaboration amongst post-secondary education institutions empowers us 
to find solutions to persistent labour market development challenges,” said Josée Clermont, Executive Director of 
Collège Nordique. “Flexibility of programs, teaching quality and experience with the development of customized 
programs, make Collège La Cité an ideal partner for Collège Nordique. The synergy between our teams have allowed 
for a truly Northern-led suite of solutions to address the growing needs of the NWT early childhood education sector.” 

“La Cité is proud of this first partnership with Collège Nordique,” added Lise Bourgeois, President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Collège La Cité. “As Canada’s largest French-language college outside of Québec, we are pleased to share 
our expertise to support students from minority language communities across the country and contribute to provide 
them with high quality, and broadly recognized post-secondary education opportunities. This partnership takes 
advantage of both institutions expertise and allows for a rapid response to community needs by implementing our 
unique community-based program delivery model, Mobilicité. This innovative model developed by La Cité gives the 
ability to reach more Francophones in need of training or reskilling and to connect them with employers who are in dire 
need of workers.” 

As soon as September 2022, Collège Nordique students will be able to take a two-year Early Childhood Education 
program in a hybrid format. Students can combine online courses with live and off-site courses close to home, in 
Yellowknife. The credits and diplomas completed by students will be recognized in the North and across the country 
by other colleges and by employers. In the NWT, graduates will be able to work in early childhood education centers 
as well as teach preschool in elementary schools. 

To recognize the work and experience of many Northerners in early childhood education, Collège Nordique students 
will benefit from the block skills recognition system developed by La Cité. This means that NWT residents who already 
have experience in the field of early childhood will be able to have their skills and experience evaluated and recognized 
free of charge in order to advance more quickly towards their Early Childhood Education diploma. 

This new partnership is a concrete outcome of Collège Nordique’s new business plan, developed with feedback from 
NWT communities and employers and released in the Fall of 2021. With the generous support of the GNWT, Collège 
Nordique was able to put together the very best programming by leveraging the expertise and high-quality innovative 
programming offered by Collège La Cité. Thanks to this collaboration between the two institutions, NWT students have 
greater access to learning in French and at home, while employers benefit from a qualified workforce more quickly. 

Student registration is currently open and interested students are invited to reach Collège Nordique by email at 
info@college-nordique.com or by calling: 867 920-7017. The Collège Nordique team is ready to help!  

 



About Collège Nordique 
A non-profit organization, the mission of the Collège nordique francophone is to offer professional, language and 
continuing education programs focused on preparing students for the labour market in a lifelong learning context. Its 
clientele is composed of learners from diverse communities in the NWT.  
 
 
About Collège La Cité 
As the largest French-language College of Applied Arts and Technology in Ontario and outside of Quebec, La Cité 
puts the success of its students first and foremost, offering them more than 140 programs in facilities with leading-
edge technology and a learning environment focused on practical, modern, forward-looking experiential learning 
practices. In addition to having its main campus in Ottawa, La Cité also has a Skilled Trades Institute in Orléans and 
satellite campuses in Toronto, in Hawkesbury and in the west end of Ottawa. collegelacite.ca  
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Information: 
 
Josée Clermont 
Executive Director 
Collège nordique francophone 
direction@college-nordique.com  
867 445-2167 
 
Pascale Montminy 
Director, Communications, Public and Government Relations 
Collège La Cité 
pmontm@lacitec.on.ca 
613 316-1377 

 


