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Collège nordique francophone is the proud recipient of the Minister's Culture and Heritage Circle 
Award in the "Group" category 
 
Yellowknife, June 4, 2021 - Collège nordique francophone (CNF) is pleased to be among the recipients 
of the Minister's Culture and Heritage Circle award presented by the Honourable R. J. Simpson, 
Minister of Education, Culture and Employment. The College was recognized for its outstanding 
leadership and contribution to the awareness, preservation and celebration of unique northern 
cultures and ways of life in the "Group" category. 
 
The post-secondary education institution has played an important role for many years in the 
promotion and revitalization of cultural heritage through the learning of the languages and cultures 
of the Northwest Territories. Since its inception, its active participation in the community has allowed 
it to develop meaningful relationships with various partners and stakeholders. 
 
With the valuable collaboration of Dene Elders, the CNF has completed several educational projects 
that have contributed to the revitalization of Indigenous languages and cultures throughout the NWT. 
These include the development of a French as a Second Language learning booklet - Rendez-vous 
nordiques : langue et culture - which highlights the history and culture of the territory's Indigenous 
people, and the completion of an intergenerational and intercultural project, connecting Dene Elders 
with Tłıc̨hǫ learners. 
 
According to Josée Clermont, Executive Director of the College, "The values of the College are at the 
heart of these initiatives: creativity of approach, valuing diversity, engagement with the community, 
and pride in the languages and cultures of the NWT. This project would not have been possible without 
the support of our funders, and the contributions of many local collaborators, including Elders and 
Indigenous advisors who were willing to share their knowledge, their stories, and their community. " 
 
The College would like to thank our valued partner, the Dechinta Research and Learning Centre, for 
nominating us for this award that we share with all those who have contributed to it. 
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About the CNF 

The CNF was founded in 2011 with a vision to contribute to the vitality of the northern Francophone 
community through quality education that promotes inclusion and linguistic and cultural diversity. 
Since then, it has worked to preserve and celebrate the different cultures and unique ways of life 
present in the territory. This non-profit organization is based in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories. 

For more information please contact:  Rosie Benning – Language School Coordinator at 
rbenning@college-nordique.com or visit http://college-nordique.com 


